Appendix 1: Pilot study

Search strategy

We accessed Chinese-language medical papers
published in academic databases, including Chongqing
VIP Information Co., Ltd. (CQVIP), China National
Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), and Wanfang Data.
The papers were discovered in one of four ways,
documented in Tables A and B. We chose only to
access Chinese-language databases, because we
reasoned that if these admissions of unethical BDD
existed, we would be most likely to find them in
Chinese, where foreign reviewers would be less likely
to see and reject them. Also, Chinese transplant papers
were in general subject to a boycott in Western
publications until 2015.

Table A. Searches in academic databases (n=469)

Method Term (zh) Term (en) Operator Field

Database search R warm ischemic FULL TEXT
PIEX extract/extraction AND FULL TEXT
10 heart OR FULL TEXT
fifi lung AND ABSTRACT
¥ pig NOT KEYWORD
5 mouse NOT KEYWORD

Database search R ischemia FULL TEXT
|E intubate AND FULL TEXT
F%%E brain death AND FULL TEXT

These two searches led to 435 and 34 responsive
papers respectively.

The search terms were based on previous literature,
but are narrowly tailored to our central hypotheses.
They aimed to identify only clinical papers about heart
and lung procurements which explicitly address warm
1schemic time (the time between cessation of the flow
of oxygenated blood to the heart or lung and its
perfusion with a cold preservative solution),
intubation, and organ procurement.



Table B. Other methods used to discover responsive
papers (n=214)

Method Notes

Researcher Convenience sample of lead author's notes while studying
discovery Chinese medical papers as part of dissertation research.

Advocacy Paper titles obtained from publications by End Transplant Abuse
networks in China, the China Organ Harvest Research Center, and

and other zhuichaguoji.org, maintained by the World Organization to
researchers Investigate the Persecution of Falun Gong.

We identified nearly 214 other papers through other
researchers, advocacy networks, colleagues, and our
own readings in the literature.

The combination of these methods led to the
identification of 683 medical papers for which we
could locate the original pdf. Most articles were
converted to plain text with the open source pdftotext
command line tool; commercial optical character
recognition software dealt with refractory cases.

Exclusion criteria

Table C shows the exclusion criteria. Screening was
done via programmatic analysis with extensive clerical
validation.

Table C. Exclusion criteria (n=447)

Reason for
exclusion

Code Note

Other organs o] Not involving heart or lung transplants

Animal research A

Non-clinical NC

papers

Infants | Pediatric transplants

Voluntary Vv Where it was explicitly stated that the donors were

voluntary

Exclusions per category were: Other organ (n=356),
animal (n=82), non-clinical (n=4), infant (n=5), and
voluntary (n=NA). Papers claiming voluntary donors
were only excluded if the phrase appeared in the paper
title, or came with sufficient detail so as to make the
claim credible. In Phase Two, we expanded the scope
of the project by searching for and coding papers that
reported ethical procurements from voluntary donors.

Findings

Our qualitative review of these papers was for the



purpose of identifying Chinese-language text strings
indicating potential DDR violations. The text strings
we found through this process of manual review were:
“ANZE T fo P REEAN A 455 I OR, <FE Tl RS A
TR, <8 E IR RAIBNIE IR, 245 E &4
TR AT gE R E I HE BN TR 2 5B EA, 15 400
AY N AN, 8% 0 B 48 A2 FAVER [ Y (8], 5] BT TRV Sl g
By, “BRAINSE T g, & o0 MO WS ith E 3 IR
S5FkERE”, 2SS EREELALR
IR, “IRIERYER IE Y] O #RY”, “HERNFE T /e duR
LA TIFOR”, “Bh ORI BNFE T a B RREF AT 4E 55
O, “AREMIE T e, S EimE fRRFRSE
34, FA 18 5 IR Es A TIsHIIEoR >, “fARRsET
fa, RIREIL A TR, “MHORANSE T g 1R&E IE T
M, EREBASESEALERS, “RELCEEZ2S
BT, “HETRERE, “HETSERE X
EINEES, 52005 R200me”, “RETCla, B
REFNAEFS 1T IR, “HHAEIRARIEC e, S E1EmE,
BIYATHER, “RETCESELRSEE A58
7, “RISETRIT AR, BT, Mt T
FRERBE”, ‘MEATFILE[ERNRELRS,
“MNFE T, EEINEL R BT, “RET 5 15
(REEMI, FEUHSERE", “MATCELESE
HBE”, “RECERAESEBREHTIMES”, “H)
BMBEEERHITXARNERHATHRIESERE",
“BISEC /o AP S EmE GERERE”, “MIET /5
BASESE, “EXERER T ATEZE ST
RUEIRY, 1T R RS EHRE A ABBIEIR”, “HRFA
SERERS, “BMAEAFAFERE”, “LEVAS
BT, “HROIRRRR IO E BUNEML 2 Sk
i SERRE”, HTHO. MR RESED W
MSEBERSE”, “HAOMINTI RS ERE,
“UARIEC A S ERRE”, “HETFEMLSERE
B, OIS P LB EE [ ERREHENT
I, “f OIS SERE”, “BIETFEML, S
e, “MBNMEFELEHIT TR EFHITS
BT, “BUNOFMROREAMRT. TS ERER
7, RO RS ERER, HESER
B, B RENE, (ML, 2O0ERE
B HERE”

The full list of publications consulted in the pilot study
1s in the file
Jappendix_1/references/appendix1_full ref data.cs
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